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through secondary grades are better able to understand words with multiple meanings, to know 
when words are used incorrectly in sentences, and to understand how to construct sentences 
of varying types (active, passive, etc.). They also become better able to use reading and writing 
strategies, such as consulting a dictionary or thesaurus, monitoring their comprehension, and 
planning and revising their writing.

How would you promote students’ development of semantics, syntax, pragmatics, 
and metalinguistic awareness in the grade you intend to teach?

Bilingual Language Acquisition
Even though native English-speaking children and bilingual children (children speaking two 
languages) may have very different cultural and social experiences, they learn language in a very 
similar way (Bialystok, 2001):

•• Children who acquire two languages from birth follow the same overall pattern and 
reach the same developmental milestones at the same rate as monolingual children 
(Genesee, Paradis, & Crago, 2004; Nicoladis & Genesee, 1997).

•• Bilingual children say their first words and acquire a 50-word vocabulary at approxi-
mately the same age as monolingual children (Nicoladis & Genesee, 1997).

•• Bilingual children have at least as large a vocabulary as monolingual children when vocab-
ularies from both languages are combined (Nicoladis & Genesee, 1996; Pearson, 1998).

Becoming bilingual involves developing two separate language systems that interact with 
and complement each other. Even before children produce their first words, they have the 
capacity to differentiate between two languages, including sign languages (Petitto, Katerelos,  
et al., 2001). Code mixing, using words or phrases from one language as a substitute in the 
other language, is normal for bilingual children and adults and does not suggest confusion 
between the two languages (Genesee et al., 2004; Nicoladis & Genesee, 1997). It allows indi-
viduals to use competencies in each language to communicate in a way that is more complete 
than if either language were used alone (Genesee et al., 2004).

Reading and writing 
strategies: See Module 11

FIGURE 7.1     Syntax. Even though adolescents’ syntax continues to expand, they 

still may have difficulty with complex forms in their writing, as shown here.
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